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MCGINNIS INDICTED FOR MURDER
Ocean County Prosecutor Joseph D. Coronato today announced the six count indictment of Alan McGinnis, 27, of Pemberton for the Murder of Cody MacPherson whose remains were discovered in the Colliers Mills Wildlife Management Area this past March.  A copy of the Indictment is attached.
On September 24th 2017, Pemberton Township Police Detectives filed a missing person report for Cody MacPherson (DOB 07/15/1997) who recently moved to Browns Mills from Portage, Indiana. 

On March 19, 2018, at 1:32 p.m., the Jackson Township Police Department received a call from Richard Byrne, a District Warden with the New Jersey Forest Fire Service. Warden Byrne was conducting a controlled burn in the area between 433 and 483 South Stump Tavern Road in the Colliers Mills Wildlife Management Area.  Warden Byrne was preparing the area for the burn when he observed human remains under logs close to the area of the burn.  He then moved closer and noticed what he believed to be a human skull.  Warden Byrne then contacted his supervisor via radio and requested a suppression team to respond to put out the burn in the area to preserve the evidence. 

Detectives from the New Jersey State Police Homicide Unit were contacted, and Detective Shaun Clark was assigned to work the investigation with the Major Crime Homicide Unit of the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office. Initial identification was made showing that the remains found were most likely those of Cody MacPherson, the missing person out of Burlington County. 

On March 20, 2018, at 10:00 a.m., a Post Mortem Examination was conducted at Community Medical Center's in Toms River NJ. The Forensic Pathologist assigned was Dr. Dante Ragasa, who received assistance from Anna Delaney, a Forensic Anthropologist, and Dr. Stewart Alexander, a Forensic Odonatologist. Subsequent to the examination, Dr. Ragasa ruled the cause of death to be a stab wound to the left abdomen and the manner of death to be homicide. Dr. Alexander took photographs and X-rays of the teeth, and determined that all dental work observed was consistent with the records obtained for the missing person, Cody MacPherson. 

On April 17, 2018, D/Sgt. Joseph Itri of the NJSP was contacted by Anna Delaney, a Forensic Anthropologist, who informed him that the NJSP Laboratory positively identified the remains found in Jackson Township to be those of Cody MacPherson by DNA analysis. 

On April 21st 2018 at approximately 0600 hours, two residential search warrants were executed in Pemberton Township and Jackson Township.  The investigation revealed that during the early hours of September 24, 2017, Alan McGinnis of Pemberton, NJ allegedly stabbed Cody MacPherson multiple times at the residence of 234 Pardee Blvd in Pemberton Township, NJ.  McGinnis then used a vehicle available at the residence to transport the victim in the trunk to the Colliers Mills Wildlife Management Area on South Stump Tavern Road in Jackson.  McGinnis later traveled back to Pemberton where the scene was cleaned of visible blood and other evidence of the murder. Approximately one week later, the suspect returned to the site in which he disposed of the victim to destroy evidence associated with the crime. 

Alan McGinnis is currently lodged in the Ocean County Jail. 
- more -
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ALAN JOSEPH MCGINNIS

Photo courtesy the Ocean County Jail
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

LAW DIVISION-OCEAN COUNTY

THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY
:






:
INDICTMENT



v.


:

ALAN J. MCGINNIS


:






:


Defendant


:

COUNT ONE

KIDNAPPING – First Degree

The Grand Jurors of the State of New Jersey, for the County of Ocean, upon their oaths present that ALAN J. MCGINNIS, on or about September 24, 2017, in the Township of Pemberton, County of Burlington and the Township of Jackson, County of Ocean, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, did unlawfully remove Cody MacPherson a substantial distance from the vicinity where Cody MacPherson was found, with the purpose to facilitate the commission of the crime of murder or the flight there from, or to terrorize Cody McPherson, contrary to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:13-1b, and against the peace of this State, the government and dignity of the same.

COUNT TWO

MURDER- First Degree

The Grand Jurors of the State of New Jersey, for the County of Ocean, upon their oaths present that ALAN J. MCGINNIS, on or about September 24, 2017, in the Township of Pemberton, County of Burlington and the Township of Jackson, County of Ocean, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, did purposely or knowingly cause the death of Cody MacPherson or purposely or knowingly caused serious bodily injury resulting in the death of Cody MacPherson, contrary to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:11-3(a), and against the peace of this State, the government and dignity of the same.

- more -

COUNT THREE

MURDER- First Degree

The Grand Jurors of the State of New Jersey, for the County of Ocean, upon their oaths present that ALAN J. MCGINNIS, on or about September 24, 2017, in the Township of Pemberton, County of Burlington and the Township of Jackson, County of Ocean, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, did cause the death of Cody MacPherson while he was engaged in the commission of or flight after committing kidnapping, contrary to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:11-3a.(3), and against the peace of this State, the government and dignity of the same.

COUNT FOUR

POSSESSION OF A WEAPON FOR AN UNLAWFUL PURPOSE - Third Degree

The Grand Jurors of the State of New Jersey, for the County of Ocean, upon their oaths present that ALAN J. MCGINNIS, on or about September 24, 2017, in the Township of Pemberton, County of Burlington and the Township of Jackson, County of Ocean, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, did possess a certain weapon, that is, a knife, with the purpose to use it unlawfully against the person or property of another, contrary to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:39-4d, and against the peace of this State, the government and dignity of the same.

COUNT FIVE

UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF A WEAPON - Fourth Degree

The Grand Jurors of the State of New Jersey, for the County of Ocean, upon their oaths present that ALAN J. MCGINNIS, on or about September 24, 2017, in the Township of Pemberton, County of Burlington and the Township of Jackson, County of Ocean, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, knowingly did possess a certain weapon, that is, a knife, under circumstances not manifestly appropriate for such lawful uses as it may have, contrary to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:39-5d, and against the peace of this State, the government and dignity of the same.

COUNT SIX

DESECRATING HUMAN REMAINS - Second Degree

The Grand Jurors of the State of New Jersey, for the County of Ocean, upon their oaths present that ALAN MCGINNIS, on or about September 24, 2017, in the Township of Jackson, County of Ocean, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, did knowingly unlawfully conceal human remains, specifically by placing the deceased remains of Cody MacPherson in a wooded area between 433 and 483 Stump Tavern Road, Jackson, New Jersey, by placing logs over the deceased remains, contrary to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:22-1a(1), and against the peace of this State, the government and dignity of the same.

Follow the Office of the Ocean County Prosecutor online at Twitter and Facebook.  The social media links provided are for reference only.  The OCPO does not endorse any non-governmental websites, companies or applications.

For additional information visit our website at www.oceancountyprosecutor.org.
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